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SCHOLARLY ACTIVITY STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING (SASC) 
Friday June 20, 2014 at 9:00 am 

Meeting Room B144 
M I N U T E S 

 
 
  

Present: Janet Douglas, John Falcus, Margaret Heldman (Chair), Lynn Kitchen, John Russell, Kelly Sveinson, 
Tomo Tanka, Vivian Feng, Veronica Yeung (minutes)  

 
Guest: Chris Smith 
 
Regrets: Leelah Dawson, Ian Humphreys, Brad O’Hara, Indira Prahst, Heather Workman 
               
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am.   
 
M. Heldman welcomed Chris Smith, C&M to our meeting.  Chris will be the new Communications Officer taking over 
support to SASC from Annie Mullins.  For the sake of Chris joining the meeting for the first time, M. Heldman 
requested committee members to provide roundtable introductions along with the areas they are from. 
 
1. Approval of Agenda 

 
The agenda of June 20, 2014 was approved by consensus with the following amendment: 

  
 Agenda Item # 9 - Idealogue will be moved forward to:  # 3 (i.e. after Agenda Item # 2. Approval of Draft 
  Minutes of Meeting held on March 28, 2014). 
 
 
2. Approval of Draft Minutes of Meeting held on March 28, 2014 

 The minutes of March 28, 2014 were approved by consensus. 

 
Review of Action Items of March 28 2014 meeting 

 
Action Item # 1:   Completed re: # 4 below. 
Action Item # 2:   Pending re: # 5 below. 
Action Item # 3:   Work-in-Progress re: # 9 below. 
Action Item # 4:   Pending hiring of the Director, ICRC. 
Action Item # 5:   Completed. 
Action Item # 6:   Pending – next announcement sent via the Applied Research ListServ. 
Action Item # 7:   Completed. 
Action Item # 8:   Re: # 10 below - Chairs Report 
Action Item # 9:   Deferred until Fall Semester.   
Action Item # 10: Re: # 6 below. 
Action Item # 11: Completed. 
Action Item # 12: Completed.    
Action Item # 13: Completed.   
Action Item # 14: Re: # 8 below. 
Action Item # 15: Re: # 9 below.    
Action Item # 16: Re: # 3 below.    
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Action Item # 17: T. Tanaka contacted Journalism & Publishing Departments.  It was suggested a workshop 
would be arranged for the students with a Science reporter as the keynote speaker who would offer a session 
on how to communicate and work with science research. 
Action Item # 18: Completed.    

 
 

3. Idealogue 

C. Smith circulated the draft layout of the Idealogue for the summer 2014 version to the committee for their 
review.  More input (photos) will be added to the content: 

 NSERC Grant for Langara Biochar Research 

 September launch for Course-Based Research Ethics Review Process 

 Langara Research Showcase  

 Collaborative Applied Research Project:  Student Engagement with Seniors’ Communities    

 Langara College Apiary 

It was decided that this upcoming summer 2014 edition would be distributed both electronically 
(announcement to all Faculty, My Langara website, SASC webpages, Chairs List, By the Way and other social 
media) and in paper copy (for the mail slots).   

Action Item # 1:  C. Smith will finalize on the production of the Idealogue and work with V. Yeung re: printing 
hard copies and distribution of the Idealogue. 

 ACTION: C. Smith/V. Yeung 
 

In future, the committee would decide whether the newsletter would be distributed electronically instead of 
paper copy.     

C. Smith suggested the process of putting together the next edition of Idealogue would start earlier in order to 
allow more time for the committee to preview the draft. 

M. Heldman thanked C. Smith for his work and members for their contribution to the Idealogue Summer 2014 
edition. 

 

4. Membership – School of Nursing 

M. Heldman was very pleased to report that Wanda Pierson, representing Health Sciences, will be joining the 
committee in the Fall.    

 

5. IP Policy-B3006 Intellectual Property – Update 

M. Heldman reported the policy had been sent to the College’s corporate counsel for review after consultation 
with faculty.  Korena, Brad and Margaret had met with Susan Arnold who had offered lots of suggestion for 
consideration.  The suggestions were incorporated into the document by Korena. 
 
Copy of the revised document could be sent out to members on request by V. Yeung. 
 
M. Heldman and J. Russell would meet to review and clean up the document which would then be presented to 
the committee for further review and discussion at the next meeting in September. 
 
Action Item # 2:  M. Heldman to provide more updates at the next meeting in September 2014.  

ACTION: M. Heldman 
AGENDA: SEPT 26, 2014 
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6. Applied Research Symposium at Langara – May 12, 2104 – Update 

K. Sveinson provided an update of the Applied Research Symposium, organized by Langara in partnership with 
ACCC and NSERC on May 12, 2014.  The Symposium was well-attended by college presidents, vice-presidents 
and research directors across BC.  There were 5 presentations from ACCC, NSERC, Centennial, Camosun and 
BCARIN.  The e-copy of the presentations would be sent out to members on request by V. Yeung.  The 
Symposium offered a good opportunity for good discussion on the applied research agenda and various funding 
opportunities in Canada. 

K. Svension drew attention to one of the slides from the ACCC presentation re: Social Innovation Research 
Partnership.  It showed the national total of Social Innovation Partnerships with community organizations and 
companies in Canada is 821 in which BC has 518 which represented 63% of the national total.  The committee 
expressed considerable interest and would like to follow up on this. 

Bert van den Berg, Acting Vice President, NSERC Research Partnerships Program, encouraged BC to catch up on 
the applied research activities as BC is very much behind comparing with other provinces in Canada.   

The Symposium was a success and the committee recognized the good efforts in organizing the event at Langara. 

 

7. Two Year Review of Research Ethics Policy B5007 and Incorporation of Course-Based Research Process 
(attached draft revision of B5007) 

J. Russell forwarded the draft version of Policy B5007 Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans to the 
committee for review and discussion. M. Heldman hoped the policy would be endorsed by the committee.  

J. Russell took the committee through the draft document and discussion followed. 

Pg 1 – Comment [JR1] – LC-REB would be replaced by LREB. 

Pg 2 – Definitions: - the term “Participant” would be used. 

Pg 3 – Comment [JR2]: To be aligned with TCPS2 language, it would be more helpful to convey what research 
must be reviewed by the LREB. 

Pg 4 – 5.3.4 Quality assurance – To add “at Langara” after “…testing within normal educational requirements” 
(Quality assurance – internal) 

Pg 7 – 6.5 Office of the President – Need to check with Ian Humphreys regarding the recognized term of the 
office and the current practice.  

Pg 8 – 6.7.1 - It was decided the SFU model would be adopted in which the LREB would take care of the review 
process. 

Pg 11 – Comment [JR4] - 8.5.12 – Minutes of all LREB meetings shall be prepared and maintained by Ramon 
Rodrigo, EA to I. Humphreys. 

Pg 13 – Comment [JR5] – 8.6.10 - Do we want to publish a list of these approvals?  It was agreed by the 
committee that a list of these approvals would be published. 

[Chris Smith left the meeting at 10 am] 

The committee thanked J. Russell for the draft policy and endorsed the policy with the suggested changes 
discussed at the meeting.  It was agreed that J. Russell would incorporate the suggested changes into the policy.   

J. Russell advised there would be changes to TCPS in the coming months which might require further changes to 
the policy.  He suggested the policy should wait till fall before being submitted formally for approval.  

Action Item # 3:  J. Russell to incorporate the suggested changes to the document and provide a clean-up copy 
for review and discussion at the next meeting in September 2014.  

ACTION: J. Russell 
AGENDA: SEPT 26, 2014 
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8. Langara Research Showcase – Update   

T. Tanaka provided an update of the preparation for the next Showcase. 

 The dates of the next Showcase: November 19 & 20 Wednesday & Thursday (Note: this will also be the 
week of the International Week event at Langara). 

 New location for the Showcase:  the hallway area between Building A & B. 

 Prize:  I-Pad – with an idea to encourage participation for the 2-day Showcase. 

 Template for faculty/department:  the proposed template would be presented to faculty in September. 

 Call for Action:  T. Tanaka will send out template and call for action in September. 

Action Item # 4:  T. Tanaka will send out template and call for action in September and provide further updates 
at the next meeting in September 2014.  

ACTION: T. Tanaka 
AGENDA: SEPT 26, 2014 

 

9. Business Case Development/Office of Applied Research – Sub-committee update 

M Heldman provided an update on the ITA, NRC on campus.  The ITA would be expected to be on site sometime 
in the Fall (not July 1 as previously reported).  The ITA will be located next to TCDC office. 

M. Heldman asked the committee to start planning on how we could engage the ITA on campus from our 
respective areas and other areas: what the ITA needs to learn about Langara and our applied research activities 
and agenda.  With a better understanding and knowledge about Langara, the ITA will be able to hook Langara 
up with the community and establish industry and community partners.  

Action Item # 5:  The committee will start planning on how to engage the ITA on campus in September. 
ACTION: M. Heldman/All 

AGENDA: SEPT 26, 2014 
 

M. Heldman advised the funding of the position of the Director of ICRC has been approved.  After consultation 
with directors and people from different institutions who provided valuable information from their experiences 
and how they viewed the role of the director, M. Heldman prepared the draft Job Description for the Director.  
The draft was also sent to Rob Inkster for comments because of his integral part in the creation of the ICRC. 

The focus of the Job Description of the Director, ICRC will be: External Looking.  The Director is primarily charged 
with identifying partners, linking them to the expertise in the college and working towards building a culture of 
Applied Research in Langara.   

The Job Description has accountability measures to determine success of the candidate.  M. Heldman 
recognized the need to prioritize the expertise:  what is best fit for Langara.   

M. Heldman presented the Draft Description for discussion and asked for feedback and endorsement from the 
committee.   

Pg 1 – Overview: 3rd line “and enrich the student experience” – need to include faculty and staff as well. 

Pg 1 – Specific Accountabilities: to move the 2nd Bullet up – to emphasize more on “External Looking”. 

Pg 1 – Nature and Scope: the role of the director will be primary as a facilitator.  

Pg 1 – Nature and Scope: 4th line:  to add “partnership” after “and evaluating”. 

Pg 2 – Skills:  4th Bullet – to change “network” to “networks”. 

Pg 2 – Skills: 5th Bullet – to add “knowledge and” in front of “success”. 

The committee thanked M. Heldman for her good work in putting together this very thorough and detailed Job 
Description and endorsed the document by consensus with the suggested changes discussed at the meeting.   
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It was agreed that M. Heldman accepted the feedback and would incorporate the suggested changes into the 
Job Description.  M. Heldman thanked the committee for their valuable feedback. 

Action Item # 6:  M. Heldman to incorporate the suggested changes to the Position Description.  
ACTION: M. Heldman 

 

The committee members were encouraged to forward the names of those individuals in their network who 
would be interested to fulfill the role of the Director of ICRC to M. Heldman.  Posting will be in the fall to identify 
this individual and SASC members will have a chance to evaluate the individual. 

It was suggested that it might be useful to have a current Langara environmental scan concerning research 
activities to assist applicants in their understanding of faculty needs and the current research activities. 

At the BCARIN conference, one of the issues considered was the template used by Justice Institute of BC.  The 
template is attached to the JIBC’s Research Ethics Board approval form, which gives the Institute current 
information about research activities.  M. Heldman suggested we might plan on using similar template for our 
applied research.   

Action Item # 7:  M. Heldman to prepare a Langara template for Applied Research which will be attached to REB 
approval form re: current information about research activities.  

ACTION: M. Heldman 
AGENDA:  SEPT 26, 2014  

 

M. Heldman asked the committee to start brainstorming on our future 3-year plan in pushing our applied 
research agenda forward in Langara.  

[V. Feng left the meeting at 10:55 am.] 

 

10. Chair’s Report 
 
a) Template of Applied Research (the template used by JIBC) re: above-mentioned (Action Item # 7). 

 

b) BCARIN Meeting held June 17 2014 
 

BCARIN Strategic Priorities for the coming 18 months:   

1) Build Internal Capacity 
2) External Advocacy 
3) Communications Plan 
 

11. New Business 

No new business. 

 

12. Date of next meeting 

Friday September 26, 2014 at 9:00 am in C408.   

 

13. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 am.    


